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Dlear Mr, Bowen;

Fam writing 1o express my support foe the Williaig Joiner Center’s Rockefeller o
Toundation Humamnm Pragram on the Viewamese Dia:pora, One of the many consequences of
1. 8. involvement in Southeast Asia has been the g g,mwih of qxg.mf' cant Victnamese communiliey
in the United States and other countrics. While tra;__u. m trigin, this dislocation and dispersion ol
Victnamese peaples has enriched cultures not only in the Jniled States. but around the world.

-y»«l wenly five years aller the end of the war in Vietnom, th: Rockeleller T’m_g,mm offers a umqm.
, nppummuy for scholars and rescarchers 10 study the imp: cis. shzu«-.. and consistencics in
‘ memu«. cultape.

: The William Joiner Center for the Study of War 1. 1d Social € onsequences and the
University of Massachusetis-Boston are ideally situated o such an auspicious undertaking,
{Having built a reputation (or excellence in schalarship. ¢ lural exchange and community service
and involvement, the Joiner Center can now expand in tlis (ramework to build an even more
I:..\mmw. and encompassing 1«.‘1dcm cndeavor.,

, We applaud the Joiner Center for its association with the Ruckeleller Foundation in this
enterprisc. That association snd the careful review of prososals from the many countries where
;'Vu,tmmr.m. reside and from diverse pomls of view will - 15ure the scholarly excellence as well s
gzhc inteyrity and ultimate success of thiy importint underiaking.

; I'eomimiend and extend my welcome and congratn ations to the initigl group of fellows
selected, € hoosing two established and accomplished schiolars from Victnam and two emerging
seholurs from the United States assures a diversity of vieivs snd combines fresh perspeetives with
Aime-tested shservation. Itis essentinl and critieal that a projeet of this magnitude regarding a
sphcnmnenon as sweeping as the Vietnamese diaspora cu- sider candidates from all countries,
ipolitical back grounds and cultural ericntations io achieve free and uncncurmbered i inquiry. Only
dthrough such o Iree and thorough inquiry and gencrous s aring of lindings will the cousc of
Ethtn.um.m. people be advanced.

Sincerely,
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